
Comparative Seed Manual: JUNCACEAE 
Christine Pang, Darla Chenin, and Amber M. VanDerwarker 

(Completed, February 7, 2020) 
 
This seed manual consists of photos and relevant information on plant species housed in the Integrative 
Subsistence Laboratory at the Anthropology Department, University of California, Santa Barbara. The impetus 
for the creation of this manual was to enable UCSB graduate students to have access to comparative materials 
when making in-field identifications. Most of the plant species included in the manual come from New World 
locales with an emphasis on Eastern North America, California, Mexico, Central America, and the South 
American Andes. 
 
Published references consulted1: 
1998. Moerman, Daniel E. Native American ethnobotany. Vol. 879. Portland, OR: Timber press. 
2009. Moerman, Daniel E. Native American medicinal plants: an ethnobotanical dictionary. OR: Timber Press. 
2010. Moerman, Daniel E. Native American food plants: an ethnobotanical dictionary. OR: Timber Press. 
 
Species included herein: 
Juncus textilis 
  

                                                 
1 Disclaimer: Information on relevant edible and medicinal uses comes from a variety of sources, both 
published and internet-based; this manual does NOT recommend using any plants as food or medicine without 
first consulting a medical professional. 



Juncus textilis 

 
Family: Juncaceae  
Common Names: Basket rush 
Habitat and Growth Habit: This species is native to California and is also endemic, or limited to, 
California. It is more common in the LA basin and surrounding areas of southern California. Places 
where basket rush can be found included coastal mountain range, wetland riparian, creeks, 
streambeds, and near poison oak, sycamores, and coast live oaks.   
Human Uses: This species has been used by Native Americans for basket weaving. As well basket 
rush has ornamental and erosion control uses.  
Sources Consulted: 
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-taxon=Juncus+textilis, accessed February 
7, 2020. 
http://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/1224--juncus-textilis, accessed February 7, 
2020. 
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUTE2, accessed February 7, 2020. 
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/eflora/eflora_display.php?tid=29728, accessed February 7, 2020. 
https://www.itis.gov/servlet/SingleRpt/SingleRpt?search_topic=TSN&search_value=39319#null, 
accessed February 7, 2020. 
http://www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=1&taxon_id=222000183, accessed February 7, 
2020. 
 
 
 


